Pawlett Allotment Association Constitution
Sub Committee to Pawlett Parish Council Allotment Committee
Date Adopted: 6th July 2026

1. Name
The name of the organisation shall be:
Pawlett Allotment Association  

2. Mission Statement
Our mission is to promote sustainable horticulture, biodiversity, community wellbeing, and access to fresh, healthy produce by providing and managing allotment plots for local residents. We aim to foster a welcoming, cooperative environment for all members, encouraging learning, sharing, and respect for both people and the natural environment.

3. Objectives
The objectives of the Association are:
· To provide garden plots to individuals for cultivation of vegetables, fruits and flowers.
· To manage and maintain allotment plots for the benefit of members.
· To encourage environmentally responsible and organic growing methods.
· To promote community spirit and community involvement.
· To ensure the allotment site is managed sustainably and accordance with local Parish Council. 
· To safeguard the long-term availability of allotments in the local area.

4. Membership
4.1 Eligibility
Membership is open to individuals aged 18 or over who reside within the local community and agree to abide by this constitution and any tenancy agreement issued by the local Parish Council.
Allotments will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.  If a plot becomes vacant it will be offered to the next person on the waiting list.  
4.2 Membership Categories
· Plot-holding Members: Individuals renting a plot.
· Associate Members: Non-plot-holders who support the association’s activities.

4.3 Termination of Membership
Membership may be terminated for:
· Breach of tenancy rules.
· Non-payment of fees.
· Behaviour that brings the Association into disrepute.

5. Tenancy Agreement Overview
Each plot-holder must sign a tenancy agreement, which includes but is not limited to:
5.1 Tenure
· Annual tenancy, renewable subject to compliance and payment.
· Three months' written notice is required by either party to terminate the agreement.
5.2 Plot Use
· Plots must be used for the cultivation of vegetables, fruits, herbs, and flowers.
· No commercial growing or subletting is permitted.
5.3 Fees
· Annual rent is due as stated in the tenancy agreement and is subject to review by the Parish Council.
· Failure to pay within 30 days may result in termination of tenancy.

6. Members' Rules and Responsibilities
All members are expected to:
6.1 Plot Maintenance
· Keep plots tidy, cultivated, and weed-free.
· Paths adjacent to plots must be kept trimmed and accessible.
6.2 Environmental Practices
· Avoid the use of non-organic pesticides and herbicides.
· Rainwater must be harvested from shed on each plot and any communal water sources must be used responsibly. 
· Compost all green waste where possible.
· No bonfires are permitted at any time.
6.3 Behaviour
· Respect other plot-holders and the community.
· No abusive, discriminatory, or anti-social behaviour.
· Any disputes between plot holders or between plot holders and the committee should first be addressed formally.  If unresolved, the dispute will be referred to the committee, which will make a final decision.  Members must agree to abide by the committee’s decision. 
· Dogs must be kept on leads; clean up after them.

6.4 Structures
· No glass greenhouses on any plots.
· Sheds should be of a maximum size of 2.5 x 2 x 2 metres high and placed on a non-permanent base.  
· Polytunnels no bigger than shed size.
· No permanent structures without prior approval from committee. 

7. Site Management Guidelines
7.1 Committee Structure
· All plot holders are automatically members of the association.
7.2 Responsibilities
· Liaising with local Parish Council.
· Enforcing rules and resolving disputes.
7.3 Inspections
· Regular inspections will be carried out by the Parish Council.
7.4 Communal Areas
· Communal areas are the responsibility of all members.
· Volunteers may be organised for site-wide clean-ups and maintenance.

8. Meetings and Voting
8.1 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Pawlett Parish Council Allotment Committee.
· Held once per year in September.

8.2 Extraordinary General Meetings (EGMs)
· May be called by any member of the association. 

8.3 Voting
· Each plot has one vote.
· Decisions are made by simple majority.


9. Amendments to the Constitution
· Amendments to this constitution can be proposed in writing and submitted at least 14 days before the meeting.  Any amendments must pass by a majority at the AGM or an EGM.

10. Dissolution
· The association may be dissolved by a majority vote of members at an AGM or EGM. 
· In the event of dissolution, assets will be donated to a local charitable organisation with similar objectives, as decided by members.

Signed by association members:
	Name
	Address
	Email
	Contact number
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